CHAPTER IV
The Threat of Invasion by Sea
The German Army's Predominance
In Germany the army is the primary arm. It is to
her what the navy is to Britain. The German air
force is a secondary arm. It is the hand-maid of the
army. Its role is to co-operate with the army, to
assist the latter to sweep across the enemy's frontier,
to act in close contact with the swiftly moving
mechanised forces which cleave a path for the in-
fantry divisions in their wake. It was thus that Ger-
many crushed the resistance of her neighbour-
states. The Luftwafe acted in each instance in the
closest co-operation with the land forces. It was
practically an advanced guard of the army. It
played no independent part. There is nothing of the
(so-called) strategical use of the air arm to be found
in the operations against Holland, Belgium and
France. The co-operation between the land forces
and the air arm was extraordinarily effective but it
was a co-operation in which the army was always
and unmistakably the senior partner.
There is no reason to suppose that the military
philosophy of Germany was abandoned for a new
one when the Battle of France was won. The same
methods which had led to that swift and crushing
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